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[SERMON 


Preach'd in the Pariſh-Charch of +» 


St. Sepulchre, 


| May 28. MDCC XIII. 
1 | Being Thurſday inWhitſun-Week, 


| 4 A I THE 


[Anniverſary Meeting of the Children 
Educated in the Charzty-Schools, in and a- 
bout the Cities of LONDON and 
WESTMINSTER. 


Pabliſl"d at the Requeſt of ſeveral Gentlemen 
concerned in that C HARIT T. 


| By the Right Reverend Father in G OD, 
WILLIAM Lord Biſhop of CHESTER, 


L O NV D o N: 


Crowns in Exchange. Alley | in Corabill, 1713. At 
which Place all his Lordſhip's Books are ſold. 
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Epheſ. VI. Ver. 4. 
Bring them up in the Nurture and Admoni- 
tion of the Lord. N 


| HESE Words are a general Command 
do all Parents, to be careful to give their 
Children a religious, and (as ſome Learn- 
ed Men interpret the original Word, which we 
here render Nurture) an ingenuous Education. 
But I ſhall, at preſent, make Ufe of them only 
to introduce a Diſcourſe, concerning the Excel- 
lency of that Charity, which, through the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, has, of late, generally obtained a- 
ongſt us, of Rrecting and Maintaining Charity- 
Schools, for the Educating of poor Children, hoth 
Doſs and Girls, in a true Senſe of the Chriſtian 
Religion, as profeſs'd by the Church of England; 
and in an uſeful Way, of fitting them for ſome 
honeſt, worldly Calling or Employment. And 
hence I ſhall take Occaſion to exhort and pro- 
voke all Perſons, . concerned either in the ſupport- 
ing or managing of this Charity, to the utmoſt 

Zeal and Diligence in ſo excellent a Work. 

And, in Order to this, I muſt beg of you ſe- 
riouſly to conſider, along with me, the following 


. 
* 


Particulars. 


Fix, The Greatneſs of this Charity, with re- 
10 to the poor Children themſelves, who are 
he, immediate Objects of it. | 
. Secondly, The very extenſive and laſting Bene- 
ficialneſs of it, to many others, as well as to them. 


" Þ 0D Thirdly, 


— 
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Ihirahy, The Reputation and Advantage, which 
it will bring to the Publick, 
Fourthly, The Honour, which will redound from 


it, to God, our Bleſfed Saviour, and our Holy Re- 


ligion, And, 
Lafily, The Acceptableneſs of it in God's Sight, 
and the certain and great Rewards that will at- 


tend and follow it, 1n this Life, and that which 
is to come. 


Hirſt, The Greatneſs of this Charity, with re- 
ſpect to the poor Children themſelves, who are 
the immediate Objects of it. And this will beſt 
appear from conſidering and comparing together 


the vaſtly different Eſtates and Conditions of 


theſe Children, before, and ſince this Charity; 
and that too in regard to their Souls, as well as 
Bodies. | 

Before this Charity, many of theſe 
dren were, even in reſpect of their Bodies, in a 
moſt forlorn and miſerable Condition : deſtitute, 


in great Meaſure, of the common Neceſſaries of 


Life, Meat, Drink, and Rayment, and of the 
common Care and Protection, which is due to 
their tender Years; and, by Reaſon of this, ex- 
poſed to great preſent Inconveniencies, Hardſhips, 
and Dangers; and yet, which 1s much worſe, 
nerally educated in ſuch a Manner, as was ſo 
ar from being likely to enable them, to prevent 
or remedy theſe Inconveniencies, Hardſhips, and 
Dangers, for the future, that, on the contrary, 
it ſurely threatned them with much greater, as 
they ſhould grow up; even the very greatelt 


that can poſſibly befal pur Bodies, in this * 


poor Chil- 
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extreme Want, Shame, Pain, Sickneſs, an untime- 


ly, and, but too probably, moſt ignominious 
Death, 


But alas! all this was even as nothing, if com- 
pared with the Miſeries and Dangers, which they 
were under, in reſpect of their Souls. For theſe, 
though infinitely the moſt precious Part of them, 
were, as is but too too common, generally leſs 
taken Care of, than their Bodies: and, either 
through the Thoughtleſneſs, Incapacity, or wil- 
ful Negligence of thoſe, to whom the Care of 
them belonged, lay very much difregarded and 
uncultivated; void of a true Senſe of God and 
Religion, and the Way to preſent and future Hap- 
pineſs; and conſequently ſure to become a Prey 
to the Devil, (who never fails to take Poſſeſſion, 
and may with great Eaſe do fo, where Religion 
has not done it before him) and, by becoming his 
Vaſſals, to forfeit all Title to true Peace, Com- 
fort, and Happineſs in this Life, and to have only 
reſerved for them the diſmal Inheritance of e- 
verlaſting Torments, in which too their beloved 
Bodies muſt {hare with them, in the next Life, 

Oh moſt dreadful State, and moſt worthy of 
all Manner of Chriſtian Pity and Aſſiſtance! 

And, Bleſſed be God, it finds both very effe- 
Ctually in our Charity-Schools : ia moſt of which, 
the bodily Wants and Miſeries of theſe poor Chil- 
dren are, to ſome degree, in a few wholly, ſup- 
ply'd and remedy*d, even for the preſent; and, 
in all of which, the Children themſelves are bred 
up in a very likely Way, of becoming able ſoon 
to provide a total Supply and Remedy ſor them, 
in Time to come, And, which is inſinitel/ more 

1 Wert 


8 * . 
1 —_ 


_— 
— —  — 


2 


. — — — — — 
Worthy our Conſideration, in all of whict, the 
Wants of theſe poor Childrens Souls are ſupply'd, 
in full Meaſure, preſſed down, and even running 
over into their Boſoms: and the Miſeries whieh' 
had either ſeiz'd, or threatned theſe, are fe- 
moved and guarded againſt, with the utmoſt 
Care and Diligence poſſible. In which, the Pria- 
ciples of all true ſaving Knowledge are moſt 
taithfully and plainly inſtilled into, and aſſiduouſl 
inculcated upon, the Minds of theſe poor Chil- 
dren: and they are, at the fame Time, trained 
up in the Practice of all ſuch Chriſtian Graces 
and Virtues, as ought conſtantly to accompany 
this Knowledge. In which, they are taught to 
read the Word of eternal Liſe, to pray for the 
Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit, to know and be- 
lieve in their only Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to become obedient ro his Will, and, by fo 
doing, to be moſt happy, both in Body and Soul, 
both now and evermore. 6 | | 
Oh Glorious Charity, doing Good to the whole 
Man, but eſpecially to the better part of him: 
extending to his whole Duration, his Temporary 
Life here, his Eternal One hereafter : redreſſing 
preſent Evils, preventing future ones : cen 
the greateſt Miſchiefs, procuring the greate 
Goods: guarding againft all manner of Harms, 
promiſing all manner of Bleſſings; and, to uſe 
but few Words, reſcuing our Brethren from the 
very Jaws of Hell, and ſetting wide open the 
Gates of Heaven for them. Can any one, that 
has the leaſt Spark of Brotherly Love remaining 
in him, the leaſt Fellow-feeling of the Wants and 
Miſeries of others, forbear doing all that is in his 
| Power, 
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port, Incouragement, and Im. 


provement of ſuch a Charicy as this? n „len 
"'Strondly, A farther Proof of the Excellency. of 
this Charity is, the very extenſive and laſting Be- 
neficialneſs of it, to many others, as well as theſe 
poor Children. It cannot but be an 8 
and very. ſenfible” Refreſhment and Comfort to; 
the Parents, Relations, and near Friends of theſe. 
poor Children, to ſee them put into ſo * ul 2, 
Way of becoming happy, both in this“ Get, 
afid that which is to come. And wh can tell 
how ſerviceable and helpful theſe Children may, 
in aſter- times, prove, to their Parents, 1 wa 
and Friends, by means of this their Uſcful Educa- 
tion? Nay, Who knows hut that the Religious 
Education of theſe Children may oſten become 


the happy Occaſion, of bringing Salvation it ſelf, 
home to their Parents, Relations, Friends, and 
Companions? To be ſure, when theſe Children 
2 50 grow up, 'and ſpread. themſelves in ſeveral, 
aces and Stations in the World: All that ſhall. 
receive any Manner of Benefit from them, (and 
who, can ſo much as conjeQure, how vaſt the 
Number of theſe will be? not. only of private 
Ferſons or Families, but even of publick Societies, 
Towns, Cities, Common-wealths, Nations, Ring- 
dg ms, dc.) will have Reaſon to thank this their 
0d Education for it. Nay farther, all thoſe, 
o would. have been in Danger of receiving 
Farm from theſe poor Children, if they had nor 
been thus Religiouſſy and Uſefully Educated, will 
rtake in this very extenſive Beneficialneſs of their 


Education. And then there can be no doubt, 
\ 34 but 


The Excellency of the Charity 
but that the Influence of this Education will 
ſhew it ſelf, in great Variety of Ways and Man- 

ners, making theſe Children much better, and 

[ more beneficial, in every Relation, Station, Con- 

| dition, and Circumſtance of Life, which they 

| {hall happen to be engaged in, than they could 

poſſibly have been without it, 3 

Farther, As to the Laſtingneſs of the beneficial 

Effects of this Charity, it will, in this Reſpect, 

tranſcend moſt other Charities. For, whereas 

many of theſe, as the Meat, Drink, and Cloaths, 

which we give to our poor Brethren, ſerve only a 

preſent Occaſion, and conſume and periſh in the 

very uſing of them: the Benefits of this will be 
much more ſolid, fix*d, and durable; and can 
hardly fail of propagating themſelves, even to the 
very End of the World. For, as the Impreſſions. 
of a Religious and Uſeful Education, (which are 
naturally apt to ſink deep in the ſoft and pliant 

Time of Youth, and conſequently to become ve- , 

ry firm and laſting, not, without great Difficulty, 

to be defac'd, much more utterly worn out) and 
the Bleſſing of God, which doth always accom- 
pany ſuch an Education, will, morally ſpeaking, 
inſure theſe poor Children for Bleſſings to Man- 
king, throughout their own Generation, that lon 

Tract of Time which they have before them: ſo 

the ſenfible Experience, which they ſhall have in 

118 themſelves, of the great Advantageouſneſs of ſuch 

N a Religious and Uſeful Education, will neceſſarily 

is prompt them to uſe their utmoft Endeavours to 

gie their Children the like; and ſo it will be 
| tranſmitted down, from Father to Son, even to 
| all Generations. | | 
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Nay and, foraſmuch as the chief Benefits of 
this Charity, which are to be thus propagated, 
are of a Spiritual Nature, they will not ſuffer 
themſelves to be ſtinted and confined to the nar- 
row Bounds of Time and this World, but wilt 
go along with many, tis to be hop'd with moſt; 
of thoſe who ſhall partake of them, into the neut 


World, and there make them ſhine forth, in Blifs 


and Glory, to all Eternity. 10. | 

If then we defire to do an Univerſal and Ever- 
laſting Charity, here it is for us: If we deſire that 
all, even our lateſt, Poſterity may be the better 
for our Charity, lo! here a Charity for which all 
Generations, yet to come, ſhall call us Bleſſed. 
Nay, if we deſire to ſee the happy Monuments of 
our Charity, in Heaven it felf, to all Eternity: 
behold. a ſure Way of enabling theſe poor Chil- 
dren now before us, one Day to give us, both in 
themſelves. and vaſt Numbers of others, this Glo- 
rious and Bliſsful Sight, 


Thirdly, Let us conſider the Reputation and Ad- 
vantage, which this Charity will bring to the 
Publick. It has a long Time been one of the 
moſt grievous Reproaches, and heavy Burdens, of 
this Nation, that it has abounded with Beggars 
and idle Perſons, with Thieves and Robbers, with 
Common. Swearers and Common Proſtitutes; 
nay, and has had its full Share of the very wort 


of Villains, wilſul Perjurers, Incendiaries, Murde- 


rers, Aſſaſſins, &c. This our neighbouring Nations 
have been. very often caſting in our Teeth : this 
we are continually making Laws to prevent: this 


our frequent Examples of Juſtice too plainly _ 


* 
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fels. - Andwhence, think we, have theſe Miſchiefs 
chiefly: ariſen? Has it not been, almoſt wholly, 
rem Want of a due Care in Educating the Chil." 
dren. of our Poor? who, without having previ- 


. ouſly been inſtructed in a true Senſe of Religion, 


or bred up tꝭ any honeſt Calling or Employment, 
have been, generally, leſt to get a Livelihood in 
ſueh Ways as they could: and have been ſure to 
make choice of thoſe Ways of doing this, which 
agreed beſt with that idle and flothful Temper, 
which they had all along been brought up in; 
and not ſo much to enquire, whether a Way of 
Life was honeſt and lawful, as wliether it was 
eaſy, and fuitable to their Inclinations- And how 
ſoon then might all theſe Miſchiefs be, in great 
Meaſure, remedy'd, by taking away, at once, the 
main Cauſe of chem? I mean, by providing, that 
the Children of our Poor may no longer want 
ſuch an Education, as id proper for then: ſuch a 
Religious Education, as may ſufficiently fortify 
them with Principles, againſt theſe wicked Practi- 
ces: ſuch an Uſeful Edutation, as may enable 
them to get a comfortable Livehhopd, in an ho- 
neſt Way, and not ſuffer them to be expos'd to 
the many, great, and dangerous Temptations to 
the contrary. „ BRE ON of. I 

And oh! what an Honour would it be to our 
Nation, thus, at once, to have moſt of theſe foul 
Blots and Scandals wip'd off from it? to have no 
Body ſeen in Want, no Body un-employ'd : no 
diſmal Stories of Robberies and Houſe-breakings: 
no horrid Noite of Oaths and Execrations: no- 
Diſgrace or Danger, from Infamous or Lewd Per- 
ſons: and hardly fo much as a ſoft Whiſper, wy 


— — — rr re mmm mnmmj_—_——_ 
. KE IGH MOMS: 1 
be ſure, no Loud Out- cry, of Blood and Murder, 
heard eee us; and conſequently, 'to,; have 
Whipping illaryiogs,. and Executions, as rate, 
as.they axe now common. What a noble Iden 
would this give all Foreigners, of the Powers 
Wiſdom, and Juſtice of our Government? What 
an Emylation would it raiſe in them, of begom- 
ing like us? How would it make us a Praiſe and 


in 
a Glory, inſtead of a Reproach and a Scorn, as 


have we too long hitherto been, upon theſe Ac- 


counts, in the Sight of all People? vowed 
And how eaſy apd advantageous would it be, 
as Well as reputable. to the Publick, to have ghoſe- 
poor Families, which had too often been Nurſe- 
ries of idle Perſons, Beggars, and Villains, turn- 
ed into. Nurſeries. of honeſt and induſtrious Ser- 
vants, diligent and  skilful Apprentices, . faithful 
and profitable Members of our Common- wealth? 
to have ſo many new Pair of Hands gain'd to 
its Service: ſo many Fears, Dangers, and Burdens, 
taken off from it: and ſo much Quiet, Security, 
and Aſſiſtance, added to it. In one Wond, to. 
have Order inſtead of Confuſion, Wealth inſtæad of 
Poverty, Virtue inſtead of Vice, and conſequently 
God's Bleſſings inſtead of his Curſe. 
And who then, that profeſſeth himſelf a Loyal - 
Subject to his QUEEN, and an hearty Lover of 
his Country, can, for Shame, refuſe to giyè all poſ- 
{ble Aſſiſtance to ſuch a Charity as this, in which 
the Honour and Intereſt of both are ſo nearly con- 
cerned? Who, that makes any the leaſt, Hgetence 
to Publick- ſpiritedneſs, fhall dare not to,encaurage 1 
this ſure, and ample Way, of ſerving the-Putty- 
lick ? Nay, to come yet lower, who tha en 
To 


9 8 PR.” e bee b, 12M 1 
12 The Excellency of the Charity 


Regard, either to his own, or his Neighbour's, 
ſhare in the common Happineſs, muſt not, both 
in Love and Prudence, have great Regard to this 
Charity, which ſo directly and powerfully. tends 
to promote this Happineſ? . 
Or, if Regards to Men will not much move 
us; let us try what our Regard to God, our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, and our Holy Religion, will do, by 
conſidering n 


Fourthiy, The Honour that will redound to 
them, from this Charity. God and our Bleſſed 
Saviour are never more truly and greatly ho- 
noured, than when Souls are gained to them: 
when thoſe, who were in Danger of becoming 
the Devil's Servants, are ſnatch*d out of his Hands, 
and devoted to them: when they, who had uſu- 
ally been, the Prophaners- of their Holy-Days, 
the Blaſphemers of their Sacred Names, the Con- 
temners of their Commandments, the Corrupters 
of their People, and the Reproach of their Reli- 
gion, - are turned into exemplary Patterns, of 
Sanctifying their Days, Reverencing their Names, 
Walking in all their Commandments with a per- 
fe Heart, inviting others, by their good Works, 
to glorify their Father, which is in Heaven, and 
Adorning the Doctrine of God and our Saviour 
in all thin | 

And then, as to Religion, the greateft Honour, 
which we can poſſibly do to that, is to make its 
Power and Beauty ſhew forth themſelves in the 
Lives of its Profeſſors :' and eſpecially of thoſe, 
who before had too often been, by the Wicked- 
neſs of their Lives, both an intolerable Piſg ice 
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to it, and one of the main Obſtacles of the Pro- 


pagation of it. This is the ſureſt Way, both to 
render Religion it ſelf afl Glorious within, and to 
win over to it all ſuch, as are moſt likely to in- 
creaſe its Glory, from withour. 

And this, we all know, is the chief Deſign of. 
our Charity-Schools; to Reform the Lives of a 
Claſs of Mankind, which, to the utmoſt Degree, 
needed Reformation: and, by ſo doing, both to 
increaſe true Religion, and eſtabliſh it upon a 
laſting Foot, amongſt us. And how- well fitted 
they are to compals this Deſign, let the Reaſon 
of the Thing it ſelf ſpeak. It is but a very diffi- 
cult, and almoſt hopeleſs, Attempr, to prevail up- 
on the Generality of old Sinners, ſuch as have 


been long accuſtomed to do Evil, to learn to-do 


Well: and, though no Pains ſhould be ſpared in 
this Attempt, becauſe, ſome Service to Religion 
may be done by it ; yet we can never expect, this 
Way, very much to amend the Manners of a 
corrupt and degenerate People, and to bring in 
an uniform, ſubſtantial, and durable Regulation 
of the Lives of Men, according to the exact Rules 
of true Chriſtian Piety and Virtue. The'only 
ſure, as well as moſt eaſy, BY of doing this, is, 
by beginning early with Children, before any 
evil Habit has taken Poſſeſſion of them, and ſow- 
ing in their ſoft and fertile Minds the good Seed 
of eternal Life, and, from Time to Time, fo cul- 
tivating and improving it, that it may bring 
forth its Fruit in due Seaſon, And oh! what a 
bleſſed Harveſt may we one Day hope to reap, 
from this good Seed, ſown in ſuch good Ground; 
nay, from having that very Ground made pole 
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Gons, than that Ignorance of, and Indifferency 
wy 21 Nelson, which have ſo long been taken 
Nocerof in the loweſt: of our People: of whom 
all Schiſmatical Secta and Parties have, in - their 
innings at leaſt, been chieſſy c 'd. And 
indeed. it is no great Wonder, that they, who 
are indifferent to all Religion, ſhould readily put 
on any particular Form of it, which may be of 
worldly, advantage to them. But we hope now, 
by the Bleſſing of God, ſoon to ſee an End of 
this: when the Children of our Poor ſhall be 
early well. inſtructed, both in the Principles Gf 
the Chriſtian Religion in general, and the Way 
of wean God in the Church of England 
in particular: and ſo ſhall not be liable, as they 
have been, to be toſs' d ta and fro with every i 
of TT, ns _ _ rope oy Sleight" and 
cunning Craftineſs of Men, whereby vhey lie in wait to 
deceive; but ens rooted and eftabliſhe@# 
in the true Faith and Worſhip, and able to give 
an Anſwer of the Hope that is — 2 
both to turn away from, nay, and even rebuke 
Gain-ſayers. * ige 1333 281 16 210 Ci 
In vain then ſhall any Man call himſelf a good 
Man, or a good Chriſtian, much ſefs a good! 
Church, of England Man, that will not moſt eas! 


* 


dily do Thing in his Power; ſor the 
moting of this hrt :: 4; Charizy: deſignedord 
ſuch excellent Purpoſes, as utteriy to ſupplant 
Atheiſm, Deiſm, Prophaneſs, and Enmoralicy, 
and to ſhut out Hereſy and Schiſm, from Pollut- 
ing the Purity, and diſturbing the Peace of the 
belt of Churches for cvermore. 
2 Laſtly, 


16 De Excellency of the Charity © 

Laſtiy, To provoke us to the utmoſt to this 
z00d Work, let us conſider the Acceptableneſs 
of it in God's Sight, and the certain and great 
Rewards, that will attend and follow it, in this 
Life, and that which is to come. But ſurely 1 
have already ſufficiently prov'd the Acceptable- 
neſs of this Charity in God's Sight, When I 
ſhew'd you how much it is, for His and His 
Son's Honour, for the Advancement of true Re- 
ligion, and for (ſecuring and promoting the pre- 
ſent and future Happineſs of Mankind 1 ſhall 
therefore only add, upon this Head, that no 
Chriſtian: Grace is more highly in God's Eſteem, 
than Charity; no Inſtance of Charity more ſo 
than that which reacheth to the Souls, as well 
as Bodies, of our Brethren ; and no Objects of 
it more fo, than little Children, whom our 
Lord Himſelf, whilft here on Barth, was pleas'd 
Expreſs the moſt tender Concern and Affection 


And then, that, what is thus Acceptable in 
God's Sight, will be ſurely rewarded by Him, 
is one of the firſt Principles of Religion, and 
conſequently cannot need any Proof here. But 
perhaps it may'be a little neceſſary, to put you 
in Mind particularly of ſome of thoſe Rewards, 
that will certainly attend this Charity, in this 
World, and that which is to come. 

In this World, a mighty Pleaſure will attend 
the Exerciſe of this Charity: it being natural 
for us to delight in ſupplying the Wants and 
caſing the Miſeries of our Brethren: more e- 
ſpecially of Children, whoſe Innocence and * 

Nu. A el- 


Manner, in- 
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heſueſs do, in a nfore than ordinary 


vite, nay even extort, Compaſſion and Aſhſt- 


ance from us; and as natural likewiſe to delight, 
in beholding theſe Plants out own Hands 
grow up, thrive and proſper, fpread their bene- 

cial Branches far and wide, and both yield 
much Fruit at preſent, and promiſe a great deal 
more, in Time to come. So that here we have a 


great, a laſting, and yet a cheap, Pleaſure; a 


leaſure great enough, ſor the holy Angels, our 
Bleſſed Saviour, and God himfelf, ro partake 
with us in; a Pleaſure, which will be every Day 
increaſing and improving; and yet a Pleaſure 
purchas'd for à Trifle, for a ſmall Part of thoſe 
Riches, the whole Maſs of which; if it were 
needed, would not be too great a Price for 
it. 


And then, what an Honour will it be for us, 
of this preſent Age, to be inſtrumental in lay- 
ing the Foundations of a much better State of 
than we now enjoy, both in reſpect 


11 ings, 
of Religion and Civil Policy, for all Generati- 


ons? How dear and precious will this make 
our Metnories to all future Ages? How wilf 


; — general Thanks and Praiſes of Mankind 


in to raiſe us a Name and a Memorial, as 
ſoon as they, ſhall find the bleſſed Effects of this 
Charity? How will thefe Thanks and Praiſes 
grow and improve, as theſe bleſſed Effects ſhall ? 
low, will they laſt and hold on, with them, 
till Time jt ſelf ſhall be no more? Oh! what 
Glory is like to the Glory of Reforming = 
B | ind: 
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kind: of ſecuring and increaſing the Eaſe and 
— — both 'of the preſent Age, and the la- 
teſt Poſterity: of promoting both their Tempo- 
ral and Eternal Intereſt s 

Nor will che Profit of this Charity, be at all 


inferior, either to the Honour or the Plea- 


ſure of it. For, not to repeat what I have be- 
fore-faid, of the natural Tendency of this Cha- 
nity, to bring in conſiderable Profit, both to the 
Publick and particular Perſons: nor to inſiſt up- 
on thoſe manifold Bleſſings of God, which we 
have juſt Reaſon to hope for, from this, in com- 
mon with other Charities; are there not ſeve- 
ral ſpecial, and moſt highly deſirable, Advan- 
tages and Bleſſings, which this Charity will be 
moſt likely to procure for us? Will it not be a 
mighty Incitement of our own Children, to va- 
lue, and make a right Uſe of, a good Educati- 
on, · to let them ſee how careful we are; how 
willing to be at any Coſt and Pains to beſtow 
it upon others? Will not this Charity, -for the 
Children of our Neighbours, - be a very probable 
Mean to incline God, to proſper all our En- 
deavours for the Happineſs of our own ? Nay, 
may it not very probably incline Him, even to 
ive Children to thoſe, to whom before He 
Fad not vouchſafed that, generally ſo much de- 
rd, Bleſſing? And then, what courſe can we 
take, ſo likely to ſecure the Continuance of God's 
Mercies to us, in our publick Capacity as 4 
Nation, as this of Reforming our Manners in the 
moſt effectual Way, and thereby making our 
ſelves ſach a People, as God may delight io 8 
| OO 
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Good 10, and ſet up on high above all the Na- 


tions of the Earth? What ſo ſure Way, for the 
laſtiog Preſervation of our moſt Holy and Inva- 
luable Religion amongſt us, as our thus inſtruct- 
ing, in a true Senſe of it, thoſe who before 
were but little, or not at all, acquainted with 
it: as our thus manifeſting to Divine Providence 
our ſincere Love of it, and our earneſt Endea- 
vours to propagate and inereaſe it? In one Word, 
hat can ſo much invite God, to lengthen out to 
us, to the very utmoſt, the Life and Health of cur 
molt Gracious Q EE N, who is, under Him, 
the Giver and Protector of all our Happineſs, as 
our thus making Her Reign, every Day more and 
more, for his Glory ? = 

Then, as to the next World, who knows not 
that, as all our good Works will follow us«thi- 
ther, and our Works of Charity will, at the 
great Day of Judgment, be available with God, 
above all others, for procuring his Favour. to- 
wards us: So that a yet more eſpecial Regard 
will be had to thoſe Works of Charity, which 


have been Inſtrumental, in ſaving Souls alive, and 


turning many to Righteouſneſs? And that thoſe 

Perſons ſhall then be plac'd very near to their 

Bleſſed Lord, in his Kingdom of Glory, who 

have been careful nearly to imitate him here, in 

by Dear Love of Children, and the Souls of 
en. 

To ſum up all then that has been ſaid, in as 
few Words as may be: If we have any true 
Senſe and Fellow-feeling of the Wants and Mi- 
ſeries of our Brethren ; any ſincere Compaſſion 
| B 2 3 and 
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and Concern, either for the Souls or Bodies of 
thoſe, who Rand. in utmoſt Need of our Aſſiſt- 
ance: If we would diſpence our Charity, to 
the very beſt Advantage, ſpread it as wide, and 
make it laſt as long, as is poſſible : If we wiſh 
well to our Government, - our Neighbours, or 
our ſelves: If we have a due Repard for the 
Honour of God, our Bleſſed Saviour, and our 
Holy Religion, and the Peace and Proſperity of 
our Eſtabliſh'd Church: Nay, if we deſire to 
gratify our own Bowels; to promote our own 
onour and Advantage; to recommend our 
ſelves moſt effettually to God's Favour, and, by 
ſo doing, to ſecure, all Manner of Bleſſings from 
Him, upon our ſelves, our Families, our Coun- 
try, our -QUVEEN, our Religion, in this Life, 
and a moſt tranſcendent Portion of Bliſs and 
* Glory in the next Life. Lo! here an happy Op- 
porcuniry of demonſtrating all this at once, now 
before us. S- $5 | 
And what ſhall I more ſay? Shall I put you 
in Mind, of the Univerſal Approbation and En- 
couragement, which this Charity has met with, 
from all wiſe and good Men? Shall I urge to 
you the Example of our moſt Gracious QUEEN, 
who has both been Her ſelf a moſt Bountiful 
Benefactreſs to it, and given it in particular 
Charge to all her Biſhops, to do their beſt to- 
wards enlarging and promoting it? Shall I ap- 
— to aur Experience of the Thing it felf, and 
ew, from the modeſt and innocent Beha viour 
bt theſe poor Children, their good Reading, 
perfect Repetition of the Church-Catechilm, — 
Nr 
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ſeve 
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other 


Books, excellent Hand-writing, and 
ö other uſeful Qualifications, which, they 
have actually attair”d; how well this 1 | 
anſwers the noble Ends propos'd by it? Shall 
T attempt to prove, that the Signal Bleſſings, 
which. we have of late received from God, both 
in War and in Peace, have been probably be- 
ſtowed by Him, very much as a Reward of 
this and our other Publick Charities? And ſhall 
I need to call to your Remembrance, how 
ſtrictly ſuch Signal Bleſſings require real Thankſ- 
wings to God for them, and to demonſtrate 
ow truly our Improvement of this Charity will 
be ſuch an one? Or, rather, ſhall I not haſten to 
conclude all with a few Words of Exhortation, 


to a manner of Perſons concerned in this Cha- 
ri 7 


- 


And Firſt, As to you, poor Children; What 
an unſpeakable Bleſſing ought you to think it, 
that God has put it into the Hearts of well- 
diſpos'd People to take ſuch Care of you, as your 
own Parents were not able to take: by giving 
you an Education, in all Reſpects, ſo proper for 
you, that it can ſcarce poſſibly fail, but through 


your own Fault, of making you happy both 


ere and hereafter ? How ought this Conſidera- 
tion to fill your Hearts and Mouths, with daily 
Thankſgivings to God, for fo great a Bleſſing ? 
How ought it to provoke you, to offer up daily 
12 fervent Prayers to Him, for ſuch kind 
Beneſactors? And above all, how willing and 
careful ought it ta make you, exactly to o 1 * 
* ö 
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the Rules of this 


and well-appo 

Meaſure, miſcarry, through your Negligence or 
Misbe ha viour? How careful to prevent this, b 
a moſt ſtrict Obſervance of thoſe Rules, whic 
are given you, to govern your ſelves by? How 
cheerſul ſhould you be, in diſcharging a Duty, 
for which you will be ſure of ſo much Thanks 
and Praiſe, both from God and Man? And, 
above all, how exemplary, in becoming to your 
Scholars, in all Things, Patterns of good Works : 
how .zealous in imploring .. God's Bleſſing, on 
your Endeavours for their Good : two of the beſt 
Means, to make all your other Endeavours ſuc- 


ceſsful ? . 


Laſtly, AS to all, that, by their Alms, or any 
other Ways, are Aſſiſtant to this Charity, and 
more eſpecially to the immediate Truſtees and 
Governours of it: What a comſortable Conſide- 
ration muſt it be to them, .that either their Mo- 
ney, their Time, their Pains, or all, have been 

3 f | — 
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—_— and the Publick and Private, the 
Temporal and Spiritual, the Preſent and Future 
Happineſs of Mankind; and, con ntly,” 
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employ'd ih the fupporting, managing, inereaſ- 
pgs. improving of ſo excellent a Chatity, as 
this? A Charity, as you habe heard, fo much 
ſor the Honour of God, the Advancement of true 
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highly Acceptable both to God and Man, and 
ſo ſure to meet with abundant Rewards from 
both. And what an Encouragement ought this 
to be to all ſuch, to ſhew the ſame Diligence in 
this good Work, even unto the End, nay, and to 
abound in it more and more? | 


Bleſſed jaſu! Can we caſt our Eyes round 
about us, and behold the vaſt Numbers of Child- 
ren now before ug that, within a little Time, 
have been gathered under the Wings of this 
Charity, 4 not become all Joy and Tranſport 
at the Glorious Spectacle, all Deſire and Zeal to 
inlarge and improve it? Can we love Thee, and 


8 


yet grudge any Colt and Pains, in thus ſpreading 


thy Religion and thy Glory? Can we love our 


Brethren, and yet refuſe ro bear any Share, in ſo 
Charitable a Work as that of helping to make 
them happy, both in Body. and Soul, both gow 
and for ever? Oh no! Rather, much rather 
we adore and. bleſs Thee, that Thou vouchſafeſt 
to give us Leave, to become Inftruments of thy 
Glory, and our Brethrens Happineſs, upon ſue 

eaſy Conditions,” as thoſe now before us. We 
embrace, with all poſſible Joy and Thankful- 
nels, this Bleſſed Opportunity of wandel Jar 


Ove 


TT, 2 bar are 


nd them: we all, Fold; it 7 
as long ag L :; we, wil be fver |increaf-: 
ing, eee and ;abounding,, in it more a 
| 5 that: ſo, if poſſible, . we may +- ui 

know, that we are of the Truth, and affure 
| our earts before. God, in this Life; 7 and, which 
wy yet, able in Noe he 2 ve them eſtabliſhed un- 
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